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Greetings from Beautiful Madang! 

What does Gilligan's Island and PNG have in common? A themed birthday party to celebrate four September birthdays. This past month we decorated our house to the theme of Gilligan's Island and encouraged all guests to dress up as one of the characters. 

The last week of Sept. the branch set aside time for their third annual Spiritual Retreat. We gathered for three days to worship and listen to God. The question for the week was, What sends a missionary home? We focused on cultural stress, interpersonal conflict, martial issues, identity challenges, and depression/anxiety. We reflected on the story of Jonah as well as Elijah in 1 Kings 19.  We also touched briefly on what keeps missionaries on the mission field. The simple answer was, God has called us to build His Kingdom here and we answered, send me. 

Following the retreat, Tyler flew to Ukarumpa (SIL) for a one day meeting, International Conference on Computing in Missions (ICCM-PNG). This is a one day meeting where all mission organizations are encouraged to gather and share what is happening in computing and missions. Topics ranging from solar power computing, to audio recording scripture, to new computing technology; were all discussed. At the end, we gathered to pray for one another and identified potential technological struggles that we as a computing community face.

While Tyler was in Ukarumpa for his meeting, Emily and the rest of the team met for two days of branch discussions and meetings.  One discussion was on the deep spirit worship that exists in Papua New Guinea and how it continues to exist even in communities that have been exposed to the gospel and have had many people in the community claim Christianity as their religion.  It was a discussion that gave light to the depth of the task that is in front of us.  God and God alone has the power to win the battle that exists in many communities throughout the country. We know no other way to win the battle for the Lord other than going to our knees in prayer.  Please join us in our prayers for the lost of Papua New Guinea!

As we pray this month, our prayers go often to the Mborena Kam translation team.  Steven, Denny, and their team will be coming to Madang in one week to do a consultant check on the last few books of the New Testament.  What a victory and milestone that will be! There will still be plenty of work to completely finish the New Testament and prepare it for publication but this will be a significant step forward to the completion.  Both Steven and Denny have asked specifically for prayers during this time because they know satan would like to do anything to disturb moving forward on completing the New Testament and is lurching to give unwanted temptations.  Pray for them.

Please pray for God to be glorified here in PNG through computing in missions. Pray that we will be free from the dangers of what sends a missionary home. Pray that we may have a relaxing week of much needed vacation from the riggers and stresses of work and life, Oct 13-19.
  
Together in Christ,

Tyler and Emily Hewitt

For updates including video, audio, pictures, and stories. Be sure to follow us: http://tylerhewitt.com/
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