June 2011
Greetings from the Madang,
It is comforting to write from my permanent residence here in Madang. I am finally settled into my
apartment and I have begun daily work in the PBT office. The office is a short 6 minute bike ride
from my apartment. PBT has a property with four housing units that are open and shared by fellow
missionaries. It is conveniently located 1 block from the beautiful South Pacific ocean.
My main job responsibility is to maintain the office computer network and computer systems. This
ranges from the satellite internet modem to network servers. My first week in the office there was an
internet emergency and I had to figure out why it wasn't working. Five hours later, after identifying
network cables, restarting equipment, troubleshooting with colleagues, the internet was resolved. I
am also charged with maintaining the branch website - http://www.pbtpng.org/ and the email
hosting services. As my job description states - "IT grunt and jacks of all trades."
I recently finished reading, Cross-Cultural Servanthood - Serving the World in Christlike Humility by
Duane Elmer. The first page of chapter 1, the author states a quote from Stanley Haueras and
  William Willimon, “We are not called to help people. We are called to follow Jesus, in whose service
we learn who we are and how we are to help and be helped.”


  
  
  
 
  
  

This grabbed my attention right away, we are not called to help people. Really? Then what is
serving? Isn’t serving others, helping others? The quote is not finished, as I continued to read, it
becomes more clear. We are called to follow Jesus. Thus following Jesus we learn how to help others
and be helped. We first set the focus on Jesus and let him direct our paths. If we serve Christ first,
we indeed will serve and help others.
Jesus talks about the Sheep and the Goats in Matt 25. The people are confused and asked, “When
did we give you something to eat or drink? When did we welcome you as a stranger or give you
clothes to wear or visit you while you were sick of in jail?” Jesus replied, “Whenever you did it for
any of my people, you did it for me.” Matt 25:37-40 We serve Christ, by serving others.
Continue to pray that I set my focus on Christ and the God will direct my paths. Pray that God will
lay before me opportunities to serve Christ by serving others. I pray that God will open my eyes and
open doors for impactful, effective ministry centered on Christ.
I recently had a week long sickness, continue to pray for God to sustain my health. Pray for safe and
secure journeys to and from work as I ride my bicycle through the heart of town. Please lift up the
branch office here in Papua New Guinea that God will bless us with his grace, mercy, and love.
Together in Christ,
Tyler Hewitt
For updates including video, audio, pictures, and stories. Be sure to follow me:
http://tylerhewitt.com/
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