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Greetings from beautiful Madang! 

March was a bittersweet month here in Papua New Guinea for the Hewitt's.  March 11, we bid farewell to our good friends, Bob & Jaque Harper.  They completed their service here in Papua New Guinea and returned to the U.S.  Their friendship and mentorship to us will be missed greatly and we look forward to reuniting with them on future furloughs and travels in the U.S.  

We have learned that change is an everyday occurrence in our lives here in the tropics and instead of dwelling on good-byes we dwell on more of the "see you later's." Recognizing if we don't see each other in this lifetime there is always the hope of heaven. It is good to be a part of the family of God and share that hope of eternal life.  It seems even more relevant as we have celebrates Christ's death, burial and resurrection this past weekend.

Easter Sunday in another cultural context is always a bit different. On Easter, the resurrection story was not read though the theme was centered around Jesus has defeated death and is alive. This scripture verse was shared during the service; John 14:6, Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." Jesus clearly told the disciples over and over again the truth yet one disowned him and another denied him in the final days. We celebrate Easter and the resurrection because the amazing love Christ had for the unworthy and undeserving sinners, you and me.

Just a few weeks ago we had the privilege of celebrating with the translators from the Tay language group, as they completed the last consultant check of their New Testament.  This is a huge milestone and it is a gift to be able to be a part of such a joy.  Lord willing, the Tay language group will hold in their hands for the first time ever a New Testament in their language.  Praise God!  The party is just beginning; the Tay will be the first of four language groups PBT in PNG works with to complete their New Testament in the next five years.  What a time to be a part of a team here and also what a time to be on guard with prayers and petitions for these translators and missionaries working to finish the task of checking the final books.  Pray specifically for the Mborena Kam national translators as some of their checking sessions have been held up due to excessive flooding in their village.

Prayer is indeed the strategy of PBT and we share in it as well. We covet your prayers and support and we stand amazed at the continued outpouring of blessings from the Father. Continue to pray for our team in PNG. May 1, we will have new leadership. Emily will assume the role, Director of Support Services. Also, in the coming weeks, two new teams will join us after completing their orientation. Pray that the current recruits preparing to join our team hopefully next year will see God's faithfulness in their lives. At last, continue to pray that God will soften the hearts of the bible-less so they may hear the Good News of the Resurrection in their heart language. 
  
Together in Christ,

Tyler and Emily Hewitt

For updates including video, audio, pictures, and stories. Be sure to follow us: http://tylerhewitt.com/
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